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number of citizens who are content with the existing
system.
But Charles Gide was to upset this relationship from
his first lecture on co-operation, with his lucid thought
and style. From that time onwards co-operators aimed
at nothing less than the complete transformation of
society by the gradual creation of an infinite number of
new associations. They hoped to abolish the wage-
earning system, to bring about profound changes in
private property by doing away with capitalist profits
and in time to socialise production as a whole.
With his first course of lectures—the lecture on
Reforms in the Economic System to be Effected by Co-opera-
tion dates back to 1889—to have deliberately broken
with the liberal and classical school and immediately
placed co-operative teaching on quite a new footing, that
was the everlasting glory of Charles Gide and his chief
claim to the gratitude of co-operators throughout the
world. And one can also understand that, in revenge,
economists of the strict school, such as Paul Leroy-
Beaulieu, Yves Guyot and Pantaleoni, should ridicule tne
co-operative movement, comparing its ambitious talk to
the babbling of children or referring to the fable of the
frog and the ox.
To declare war on the classical school, which was then
at the zenith of its power, indicates exceptional courage
on Gide's part; nor was this all. The new doctrine could
not be firmly established until as clean a cut was made
from Socialist teaching as from liberal ideas. Obviously
the independeifte of the co-operative doctrine called for
frontiers both on the left and on the right. In defining
and thereby limiting the new programme on both sides,
we can now see that Gide was nothing less than the real
founder of modern co-operative doctrine, which has
nothing in common with the vague ideas occasionally
referred to under that title before 1880-1890*
We may now examine, in the light of Gide's writings,
the extent of his agreement and disagreement with the
first of all, of the liberal school*

